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my Lonp, 


o differ in eſſentials 3 the elegant as liberal 
| Biſhop of Landaff; to think it a duty to controvert 


Bis opinions, and to expoſe the fallacy and danger of his 
reaſoning, muſt give pain to every mind that reſpects ſcience, N 


talents, and virtue. Theſe, my Lord, are yours; and baſe 
ſhould I be, to tarniſh or conceal their real luſtre. Your 
tomb will be hung with unfading wreaths, which your own 
hands have wove ;—why ſhould one Turid plant haye found 


admiſſion into the garland ? The vanity of being fi ingular 
may affect little minds: yours ought to be ſuperior to its 


influence. * The ſtation in which you ate placed renders you 
conſpicuous and honoured ; ; — why uſe ſiniſter attempts at 
popularity with a party, when you might be revered by all? 
A 5 Raiſed 


1 — 
2 — — — M8 > * 
CI 2 me * a . — r — hat 
„ X 2 2 i ea 
OO en —— DT SMT: 44 —U . — — — 
2 1 . 


is neither ; a mark of enmity c or r iiberality. 


if that were a ſubject for a Cnaker; 3. or had been intro- 
dueed a as a caution againſt the danger « of ſudden changes, as 
far 'as concerns politics, 1 ſhould have agreed with you. 
That Liberty i is Infipitely, preferable to o Deſpotiſin ;/ but that | 


1 2 > 3 
Raiſed by Providence as a ruler and guardian of a Church 
you profeſs to ſupport ; —why point out any little flaw you 


may ſuſpect in t © fabric to the attention of enemies, who 
wiſh to demoliſh the whole? Is not this deſerting your 
ſtation, and betraying your truſt: or do you invite danger, 


that you, may diſplay courage, in _repellin it? 172 ſenti- 


ments you have lately promulgated will not fail of their ef- 
fect. They have already made you regarded as the champion 


of the Diſſenters, whoſe blandiſhments I hope you had not 
the ambition to court. They have given real pain to your. 


| friends, and the friends of the Church of England in ge- 
neral, who while they cage yoor genius, blame your in- 
oy diſcretion. | 


This, my Lord, has induced me e to offer e | 


on your Charge, which I truſt flow from a ſpirit as liberal 
and as Chriſtian as yours. If T ſhould offer any argument, 


id $ 
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unpleaſant. to your Sar, forgive me this wrong; ; — for teuth 
: alone actuates me. Tf. 1 fail i in that. Proper reſpect, and defe- 
rence, which I feel ſo juſtly your due, Impute 1 it to the Error | 


of the head, not the intention of the heart. 8 ag are ebe 
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Vou begin, my Lord, with the French Revolution; ** 7 


SEC 
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the Deſpotiſin of many, whether Demboeratie or Ariſtocratic 


is worſe than that of an individual Monarch, will 'eafily be 


conceived. What may be the final iſſue of this Revolution 


« unparalleled i in the annals of the world,” God only knows. 


As a fincere friend to rational Liberty, I pray with you, 


that the blefling France aſpires to may be attained and ſe- 


cured in its utmoſt purity. But, my Lord, glorying i in the 


name of a Briton,'i in which all my attachments centre, I feel 


no partial intereſt in her ſucceſs'or miſcarriage. | I leave this 


to the wiſdom of that nation whom alone it concerns, and ny 
to that ſuperintending PROVIDENCE, who directs every thing 
for the beſt. I equally reprobate the ungenerous aim of Mr. 
Burke in gilding the iron maſk that veiled the features of 
Deſpotiſm, and the -unbounded licence of thoſe who anſwer. 


or refute his ill-timed and injudicious Reflections. He wan- 


tonly committed the. two nations by invidious compariſons, 
and ſowed the ſeeds of diſcuſſion, which have ſprung up 
and grown, by diligent cultivation, into a plentiful crop of 


dangerous poiſons. An inconſiderate friend, my Lord, is 


worſe than an open enemy. May not this apply to your 
Lordſhip too? What Burke has been to the Sate are not 


{ . 


you to the Church? 
For my part, I am ſhocked at the impiety (I cannot give 


it-a ſofter name) of ſome who enjoying all the ſweets of real, 
not chimerical, Liberty themſelves, wiſh for the re- eſtabliſn- 


ment of Deſpotiſm in France; and would exult to ſce that 


ante plunged in carnage and blood, that one man, or the 


minions of one man, may have more power to do miſchief; 
225184 285 — when 
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«Et 


when ſelf-intereſt will prompt theNAT10N toinveſt him ith 8 


all the neceſſary power of doing good. I am ſhocked tod at chat 


vanity which would level all ranks, and obliterate all dif- 
tinctions; which confounds the plan of PROVIDENCE: it 
pretends to illuſtrate 3 and which from taking a partial view 

of NATURE that equals, all men at laſt, rathly and falſiy 
anticipates her decree, and forejudges her doom. It ſceras 
to me indeed that the Republic of Pra xo, and the Ueepia- 


of Moxs are no longer viſionary: they may ba canſidered as 


practical forms of Government compared to that of France,; 


which is. founded on a theory that experience only cam con- 


firm or refute. but which opinion muſt decide againſt. 
haye only farther to obſerve, that the-natian which concerns! 
itſelf leaſt with the internal regulations of another, ſhews: 
tbe moſt, wiſdom, and the moſt. Juſtice, We are reaping. 
every advantage from the inteſtine broils and the unſettled 
State of our once great rival. A generaus, way of thinking 
and acting will certainly prevent us from famenting her diſ- 
orders 3 hut policy ſurely: will leave it for others to c | 
them. Theſe are * ieee, nn wich lefs rale 
than youre. 
But, my Lord, you ina _ Cl Sighs of 8 
rated France only to introduce the Eceleſiaſtical. I:think 
them coe relatiye, and co - oxiſtent: they will ſrandl er fall ta- ; 
_ gether... 'Ths: fame. principle is conſpicuous! in. heth ;; and. 
had we, my Lord, hapes or wiſhes for pte ferment thera, Wa 
would unqueſtionably; hewail the degraded, Galliean Chureh. .. 


That a 1 Provideny according ta ſitustian and cirenm- 
| 1 ſtances, 
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ſtances, 


character, or be tempted by abundance to indulge in exceſſes 


that diſgrace it, I admit. That the neceſſity of pluralities 


and non-teſidence may be done away in this country, is de- 


voutly to be wiſhed; and may your Lordſhip live to ſee this 
object you ſeem: to have at heart, and exert your talents to 


effect it; I, with thouſands, will bleſs you. But, my Lord, 


I would not be even a Bichop in any country where it is ne 
_ Ceflary to depend on popular captice: for what man of 


| learning or goodhefs would practiſe thoſe arts which ſecure a 


popular election: 9 thoſe _ * We ſeldom 


ſueceed. 


HN v, who ſtript ours to diſſipate among 'His- favourites, 


and left the Clergy and the Nation much greater reaſtin to 
lament his profuſion than to vencrate his zeal. Vet, my 


Lord, we have the becoming gradations of the Clerical Order 


left ;. that cancurdia diſcurs, which conſtitutes the harmony 


and perfection of our Church and State; preſerment ſuffi- 


cient to animate the beſt endeavours: of the moſt learned to 


deſerve: it; and Hope, from the ſtability; of our poſſeſſions, 
to ſupport thoſe: who! rom: the: faxcheft nere din the 


nn. of . 


ould be made ſor che Clergy of every Church, 8 
who will deny ?- That no one ought to be ſubjected to the 


ſings of poverty, who is qualified to ſupport the profeſſional 


I will not deny, wks I n not fafficient NOOR 
that the Gallic Church is till comparatively richer than 
ours; and the National Aſſembly have at leaſt applied the 
ſuperfluity to-more-patriotic purpoſes-than our pious reformer 


In | 


4 6] 

In the ſuppreſſion of Monaſteries, conſtituted as they 
were, we cannot diſagree, That they are ſuited" to the 
gloomy apprehenſions of enthuſiaſts, and to the baſe views 
of hypocrites,” is in general extremely juſt. I cannot indeed 
help ſmiling at the folly of that man, who, if he is a Pro- 

teſtant, can ſit down at the eloſe of the eighteenth century 
to write a panegyric in their praiſe; Yet, my Lord, we 
ought not to argue againſt the uſe of any thing, merely from 
its abuſe. At a certain time of life, when diſappointment 
may have ſoured enjoyment, and fortune may have denied 
the means of a ref] pectable ſeparate eſtabliſhment ; when we 
have loſt the friends we love, and hold ſublunary concerns 
by a looſened tie; does not the Cloiſter open the proſpect of 
relief, and would it not afford an aſylum at once ſoothing 
and ſatisfactory? I ſee no reaſon; indeed, why inſtitutions 
for thoſe purpoſes, are more a TO” with who: 8 of 
Proteſtantiſm than of Popery. FF 
But, my Lord, we have Ucherte been er in a Kabels: *. 
. let us now get to the central point for which it is evident 
you introduced the ceconomy' of the Gallic Church; that 
complete Toleration which it holds out to all mankind in 
concerns of Religion.” Hence you remark, that the a/- | 
lance between Church and State is not in France ſuppoſed to 
be ſo intimate, that danger muſt be apprehended by the 
State, unleſs Church- men alone are eligible to all civil of- 
fes. Men who neither celebrate the Maſs, nor pray to the 
Virgin Mary, or invocate ſaints, or worſhip images, or prac- .* 


tice auricular confeſſion, or believe in tranſubſtantiation, or 
fear 


„ 5 7 4 : 
| tear the pains of. purgatory, or conform either in faith or 
e to the doctrines and rights of 1 eſtabliſhed 


Church,; theſe men are not excluded in France from the ; 


7 ights,c of Citi tizenſhip on account of their religious opinions.” 


All this ſounds well, my Lord ! It i is liberal, it is exalted ! | 


It, ſhews the progreſs | of philoſophy : of that philoſophy, 
5 hie h. outſtrippipg, Chriſtianity, diſregards. all paſt maxims 


ar GASHLICICI 


and. eyidences ;. which deſpiſes the accumulated wiſdom of 


VE ths Ta 


ages, telling us it is only an. accumulation of error; and in 
order to find che truth, at once reverſes all that has been ſaid, 


18139 + 


done, or believed before. But, my Lord, we will candidly 
| examine t. this ſpecious independence of the Church on the 
State. In what does it conſiſt ? . Has the State aſſigned the 
Clergy-t fixed and permanent revenues | beyond the power of 


re-allywption ? . ? aſled 


of Cd 2 dt 
1 


enjoy their allotted hoon, whatever religious or political creed 


they may bold ? No.— So ſtrict ; is the alliance between the 
| Church and the State, Hen in this boaſted Land of Liberty, 
that repeated oaths gan ſcarcel y fatisfy, the latter of the fide- 


; lity of the former. The conſtitutional Clergy, alone can hold 


* 2 


benefices; and even they, by the precarious tenure. of the 
pleaſure. Or Lability, of the nation. Thus France, whoſe 


preſent rulers are "evllandly too regardleſs of all religion, 
| ſhews the neceſlity of having ſome eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 


ſome barrier "againſt the irruption of ſeQaries, ene | 


from is i of contrary i . 
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| Has it paſſed a decree, which like that of 
the Medes and the Perſians alters not, that the Clergy are to 


121 

But it ſees, my Lord, men Sho! are not — who, 
in fact, are Proteſtants, Deiſts, Atheiſts, or What not, enjoy 
the right of Citizenſhip there. Surely, you wilt not deny chey 
are allowed the ſame privilege Bere. 1 have not heard that 
we have had any trials of Heretics or Unibelievers ; J or that a 
good man has been perſecuted on account of his religious 
perſuaſion, provided he did not diſturb the bapplneſs or ſe- 
curity of others.“ In moſt caſes our Toleration is now com- 
plete. It is more than Toleration : : it is an Eſtabliſhment in 
which full liberty of conſcience is allowed. The liberal indul- 
gence lately extended to the Catholics leaves little elſe that 
can be aſked by reaſonable beings, on the ſcore of civil or 
: religious freedom. And ſhame on that man, who would with 
tocramp the en joyment, or cireumſeribe the ſphere of either! 
Shame on that man too, whether Churchman or Villenter, 
who proſtitutes the ſacred name of Liberty to purpoſes of Fac- 
tion, who promotes Anarchy for his own private gratification 
or aggrandizement, and weakens the bands of chat _ 

which nature or choice has bound him to confirtti to 
The Conſtitution of every well regulated country, halter 
Chriſtian, Mahometan, or Pagan, requires, and we find it 
generally obſerved, that power ſhouts be delegated to thoſe 
| * who can give "RI 5. of their dae) to that | 


* That ebutlition of parry zeal; which to the Sandal of all n was ndl 
to ſuch a diſgraceful pitch at Birmingham, I Will neither attempt te palliate or ac- 
count for. Let oblivion throw its veil over what Chriſtianity maſt condemn ! IL 

| + If any contrary concluſions can be drawn from Fr: rance, Tet it be” obferved' that 
France is only making experiments, and felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum, 


Conſtitution : 


K ©; 


FOE i Thou frt a Chriſtian and dellereſt that Jeſus 
Chriſt was feht from God, and that there is no other name 


| by which men can bs ſaved ; — go and profeſs this thy be- 


lief at Pekin or Conſtantinbple, and being there ſpurned with 
contempt, and excluded from all eivil truſt and authority for 
not admitting the divine miſſions of Confucius or Mahomet, 
think whether thou wilt not have reaſon to accuſe the ruling 
— Powers in thoſe immenſe empires of injuſtice.” Can yout 
Lordſhip be in eatneſt? Would a diſciple of Mahomet ot 
Confucius be weak enough to accuſe a Chriſtian governinent 
of- inj juſtice for not admitting him into offices of power and 
truſt; and has a diſciple of Chtiſt any teaſon to be offended, 
_ were he mad enough to urge his claim, at meeting a repulſe 
from the Etnperor of China or the Sultan of Turkey ? 


"If I can at all underſtand you, my Lord, your doctrine 
veearly amounts to a community of rights and privileges, not 


in dne ſociety only. but from one end of the earth to the other. 
That all men ate brethren, that they ſhould treat one another 
with kindneſs and benevolence, that the errors of ignorance 
or of education are not only to be pardoned but endured; are 
principles which nature undepraved | would dictate and en- 
| force; but in performing the relative and ſocial duties, in 
| promoting the general happineſs of the community to Which 
we more. particularly belong, in guatding our owh Rights 
from! violation, while we infringe not on the Rights of 
\ othets, lies, in my opinion, the grand and important obli- 
gation of Men in all eee, and of all Wi ad 


* * . N © 11790 * 


A p 
© ha . n | 
& ta. 4 ” 
X 3 T8 
* 71 A4 0 
; . 
. % 4 : x 
1 


| 1 10 „ 5 

In the true eſpiri of Chriſtianity, my Lad; 905 you profeſs, 
that we ought to have no other head but Chriſt, no other 
rule of faith but his word.“ Vet in the Apoſtolic: age we 
find one- aid I am of Paul, another of Apollos. The dif- 
ferent ſects which have perſecuted one another from the in- 
troduction of Chriſtianity to the preſent day, have certainly 
done it much diſſervice; ; but while the pride of directing the | 
public opinion, and of being diſtinguiſhed as a leader rather 
than a pattern, actuates ſo many, what reformation can be 
expected p Happily for us, my Lord, we belong to a Church 
that requires nothing to be believed as an article of faith, 
which is not t read in Sum. r e be eme RO ; 
ee rf e 1 is . 49: on Rat: ee as 
Chriſtians we are to embrace our fellow Chriſtians and all 
mankind i in the bonds of peace, we are not enjoined to diſ- 
58 regard our own peace and ſecurity, or to gratify. the unrea- 

ſonable pride and ambition of, man or any body of men, who 
are. MA: more. inflamed with the. love of mammon han 
of God. 4 | 

.-Chril, our ſpiritual OY aw hich that his Fe 
is not of this world. The Author of our religion. did not 
encourage oppoſition. to power; becauſe all power is of God. 
He did not ſpeak ill of magiſtrates; becauſe they, are. the 
terror. of evil doers, and the praiſe, of them that do. well. 
The Goſpel, my Lord, vo well know was promulgated by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in countries where the rulers were in 


general ignorant of, or did not acknowledge even the ex- 
| aſtence 


U * 1} 
iſtende of a true God: yet we never find them attempting 
to demoliſh the form of Government, or trying to weaken 
civil relations, or to ſhare in the emoluments of office. 


I do not think it will be ſaid in any enlightened Chriſtian 


country 5 that it is the duty of the civil magiſtrate to diſ- 


courage all opinions in religion which are oppoſite to eſta- 
bliſhed ones.“ Every man ought to ſerve. God, according to 


the dictates of his own heart, without inſult or perſecution. 


But I think it the duty of the magiſtrate, my Lord, to diſ- 
courage all attempts at innovating on the Conſtitution of his 
country, when that Conſtitution has been proved both by 
theory and experience to be moſt excellent. 1 am one of 5 
thoſe who believe, that though the Church may exiſt inde- 
pendent of the State, and the State of the Church, it is 
nevertheleſs for the happineſs of thoſe. nations where they 


are united on principles that clog or injure neither, but mu- 


_ twally tend to beautify and invigorate both. Such is their 


alliance in this country:; and ſuch may it ever remain! 
Much ingenuity of learning has been exhauſted to re 
chat this alliance cannot be broken, without imminent dan- 
ger to both; but it ſeems, my Lord, it has never con- 
3 you.” I have not therefore the vanity to attempt it. 
Logical deductions and metaphyſical diſtinctions ſerve only 
to confound a plain ſubject. I will therefore, my Lord, with 


rr 46 


your leave, preſent you with a familiar illuſtration of my 


way of thinking. Every good Government has a Conſtitu- 
tion; you admit we have one: every ſociety has ſome rules 
of conduct, ſome N which apply t to all a bind all, 


a : 4 2 2 N 4 0 * for 
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e 
for the Ry of all: every petty elub has its with cake; 
officers : every family its domeſtic economy -.and; its head. 
Now allowing that each of thoſe States holds ont ſome ad- 
vantages to its members, (and intereſt or protection EF eon- 
ceive is the baſis of all civil conventions): i is any perſon juſti- 
Hed in expecting thoſe advantages who. either cannot or will 
not conform to the laws by which he knows they ate ta be | 
diſtributed ; or can he juſtly deem himſelf perſecuted in 
having them withheld? Surely not! Government, my Lord. 
is a kind of public depoſit, on which we can reaſonably dra r 
as far as we contribute, and no farther. All are entitled to 
protection, and to Liberty founded on law; but the prizes 
it holds forth to encourage emulation and deſert, would like 
the prizes of Fortune be blindly diſtributed, if conferred o 
_ thoſe who cannot give the beſt toſtimony of fidelity: and * 
legiance to the entire principle on which it is founded. 
This, my Lord, is my way of arguing on the f ”Y 
excluding: Diſſenters from civil offices: it moſt We 8 
fail of oonviction « on FOO as yours has on 2 Tu] 


* e d n 


* [ walt x your e Lorhip the juſtice to ſay, that you, ho 3 fated : an 1 


]jection to your own way of arguing, which objection ſeems to me much ſtronger Wham 


all the contrary arguments you have uſed. It may be as well; aid, that five is more 

than fifteen,. as that che majprity of perſons conſtituting a civil ſociety, have not a juſt , 
3 icht, for the public ſafety, to preſcribe what civil priv Ueges can be allowed the mi- 
nority, If this right i 15 invalidated, there is an end of all regular Government. _ 

I cannot think with you, my Lord, that the day is not far diſtant when that which 
the Houſe of Commons hath refuſed to acknowledge to bea debt of juſtice due to the 
Diſſenters, will be conceded to them as a boon from the State, as a pledge of bro-. 
therly love from the liberality; of the Church; but I cordially unite with you in hoping. 
that all moderate men (whether Churchmen or Diſſenters) will exert their influence 
in abating the violence, in removing the bitterneſs, and in calming the irritation, 
* has ee been excited 1 in * of many individuals on both ſides. 
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No for the polity of the meaſure; Like an able advocate, 

wy Lord, Jau urge every argument chat can canduce to the 
ſupport of your client's cauſe: You firſt make a demand on 
our juſkice; and then attempt to prove it is for our intereſt 
ta grant what is aſked. The Diſſenters, you tell us, „are 

a a numetrqus body, but divided inte different ſects, which 
haue as much objection to each other as any of them have „ 
to che Church ; that if we with to keep the various deno- | 


minations of Diſſenters disjoined, we ſhauld remove from 1 
them every cauſe of combining their ſtrength ; and if we — 
vwiſh to mix them with the maſs. of citizens, we ſhould re- | 
move from them every ground of diſtinQion.” That the — 
Diſſenters ate divided into many different and diſcordant {| 

ſects is true; but their uniform conduct ſhe ws they are all N 

united in one common principle, which nothing could era- 9 

dicate,—in inveteracy againſt the Church. In ſpite of falſe 1 

delicacy and affected eandovr, this is their bond of union: 1 
a union which can be broken only by the firm but temperate 
reſiſtance of the Church and State.“ We have already ſeen 1 

the beneficial effect of this reſiſtance; and with the gene 2 
rous, victory is enough:;— to triumph i is unmanly. . Then | 
why, my Lord, ſhould! you give occaſiion to renew hoſtility „ 
| . Would you invite. the hy to mother attack, | 


— 
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their diſſent is founded, becomes more apparent, there is reaſon to believe that ſome 
of the ſets will die away, or melt into the Church, The Methodiſts are already 

falling to pieces by the loſs. of their author and conductor. The turbulence of their 

leaders will ſoon ſicken other ſects; and if the Church would . true to af, it would 


ſoon have few enemies; and it certainly deſerves none. e | 
1 | a : ET 055 when 


* 


[4] 
When the vitors, though they read no o defeat, are More ſo- 
lieitous to heal the wounds they were es: to inliie 
khan to probe them anew. It ſeems, 50 e 
VPpPoictrix cauſa Deis placuit, ſed victa adn | * Latta HO 
The Diſſenters will be grateful to the champion who "oY | 
lies their diſcomfited bands, and inſpires them with freſh 
hope. The liberal ſentiments of the Biſhop of Landaff wilt 
be the theme of every pen, and the praiſe of every tongue. 
But as mankind feel diſappointment i in proportion to the ex- 
pectation they have formed, is it kind, my Lord, to raiſe 
that expectation too _ which 8 are not isnorant muſt 
experience %%% 60-3 ors 1557 10073 Then: 
1 believe with you; wy Lord; abit now, as well as in the 
days of Charles II. there are Diſſenters, 4 full of zeal! for the 
peace of the Church and State; and neither enemies of epiſ- 
copacy or liturgy. * There are among them men, who not 
only do honour to their religion, but to human nature itſelf; 
men, in whoſe Arn praiſe, panegyrie would halt, and lan- 
guage fail. It is not only a Ho .] ARD or a THORNTON, 
whoſe glorious courſe is lately run, they have to boaſt there 
are among them living patterns of every virtue that the breaſt 
of man can enfold; but do we find them mining with the 
partizans of confuſion, or leaguing with the caballers for . 
place? No! Happy in the full enjoyment of religious free- 
dom; happy in the civil protection afforded them in common | 


„Charles in bis declaration from Breda, ſpeaks thus of Preſbyterian Miniſters. - | 
To the few of thatdenomination now e in nn rar! brother ” t. * 5 
does merited aaa in his a | 


, 


| 15 1. 
vlt other ſubje&s by the State, they bas the even tenor of 


their way; and wiſh for no change, but a change to immor- 
N and glory! FE ah 1 
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That man is too . a bigot to do credit 1 to any y religion | 
hs diſputes your << fundamental truth, that no ſociety * 


Chriſtians, Whatever, or however diſtinguiſhed by rank, 
power, wealth, numbers, learning, can have the leaſt claim 
to any juſt authority of compelling. others by threats, or ca- 
| lJumnies, or penalties of any kind to a fellowſhip : of worſhip. 


Even the Diſſenters, my Lord, are ſcarcely ſo uncandid as to 
inſinuate ſuch a Charge ageinſt the Church and can you | # 


Ts not- this raifing the cry of intolerance ? how unjuſtly ! 
againſt the Church of which you are a ruler, and conſe- 
- quently againſt yourſelf. To employ threats, calumnies, or 


penalties,“ againſt thoſe who differ from us in. religious opi- 
nions would not only be an injuſtice to man, but an inſult 


to that God whom. we all pretend to worſhip ; i who i is no 
doubt pleaſed with the variety he permits, and ſees no hereſy 


# * ws 1 4 1 118 Fd — 4 Oo 


through, principle.. ets bn 
You profeſs, - my Lord, ce you have a mind neither hoſtile 
to the doctrines of the Church of England, nor attached to 


in that heart which ſerves him with love, and obeys him 


them with ſuch a blind and implicit reverence as to repro- | 


bate every diſcuſſion of them. . If the rulers of the Church 
in pol. eg + wer are ae For, er. n 


N it is wied to inſinuate, chat an Balpetty: to „ hold civil offices is a e 
the term 1s miſapplied. Between e a 7 wack not receiving a . the diſ- 
 Undtion ion is . obe ee e 
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and jeitulhg; think' it * without wounding the ſpirit, 
to widen the baſis of our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, why do 


vou not urge on the work ? If the Service, without injuring : 
effentials, can be better atcominodated to the vations views 


and prejudices of mankind, and leabe leſs room. for cavil, | 
while the doctrine is equally pure, the reform would be no 


leſs conducive to the glory of God than the hatmony of men; 


promote thoſe great ends ? Let reafon anſwer. We have Te> 
ceived no new revelation from heayen. Even the ingenuity 


of man can produce little more by way of illustration or ar- 


gument. The form may be varied, according ro tifcum= 


| ſtances ; but the ſubſtance will ever remain the ſame. I, my 
Lord, am not ſuch a zealot for forms! once eſtabliſhed,* as to 
imagine that any length of time can ſanctify error, or that 
what human wiſdom has arranged, may not by progreflive | 


| but are injurious innuendoes and public diſcuffions- likely to 


— 


wiſdom be re-modelled and even improved: nor am 1 weak 


enough to with that what with all i its fancied imperfections 5 


has been found to anſwer ſo well in practice, ſhould be ſub- 


apted to the taſte of every diſtempered imagination. 
Who but muſt lament with you, my Lord, . that the 
goſpel of Chriſt has been polluted by x the craft of x mien ; and 


* r 92 Nan 2 


1 Fab me, my Lord, when you ſay © chat had no mach been aver in the 


tenets of a Church eſtabliſhed by law, we might have at this day been occupied with 
the Druids in cutting miſtletoe, or with. the Catholics in tranſubſtantiating Hour and 

water into the ſubſtance of God,''—1 feel an impropriety in the language you have 
jled, and think your uſual liberality has forſaken vou in the ſeverity of the refleQion. 


. mitted to the repairs of every ſpeculative workiman, « or ad- 


| has 


4 


: OE.” 
hu falfered this pollution from the earlieſt ages of the 
Church to the preſent times.“ How remove this moſt ef- 


fectually ? By the integrity of our own lives; not by idle 


* inquiries after truth,” while we neglect to practiſe her 
moſt obvious and eſſential dogmas. 1 

« Stateſmen in general, and you are ſorry to add too many 
| Churchmen, are enemies to free inquiry.” That they are 
enemies to wild theory and enthufiaftic zeal ; that they are 
in general too enlightened not to ſee the folly of the one 
and the danger of the other, is a compliment I will not re- 
Fuſe them, and which your reflection pays them more than 
a thouſand unmeaning encomiums. 
That Churchman, my Lord, muſt have a ſhallow com- 
prehenſion of the human heart, who knows not to what 
lengths fanaticiſm may carry a weak though | honeſt mind, 

when free to purſue its viſionary views ; who knows not that 


on ſuch minds the deſigning villain and the artful hypocrite 


generally play to promote their reſpective purpoſes. That 
Stateſman, my Lord, whoſe penetrating eye ſurveys and 
connects the relations = the moſt diſtant nations, whoſe ſoul 


is warmed with true glory, and raiſed above little views, will 
deſpiſe the intereſted advice of party; conduct the veſſel of 
State according to the eſtabliſhed rules of navigation ; and 


leave to petty experimentaliſts the full fruition of their 
Awe diſcoveries, their ingenious inventions, and beneficial 


1 | 
C The. note e your Lordſhip ſabjoing fixes a particular 8 where the ſenti- 


ment might otherwiſe have been ſuppoſed to have had a general one. Thus artifice 


often defeats 1 its own purpoſe ; and the head betrays what the heart wiſhes to conceal. 
C impfrove- 


f 
| 
? 
! 
| 
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improvements.“ The Iafidel however will rejoice to find 


that you rank Stateſmen with himſelf; be will quote with 


rapture the opinion of the Biſhop of Landaff, as applied to 


them; that they believe * all religions are but State contri- 


vances to aſſiſt the impotency, and to enlarge the extent of 


human laws.” 
The divine doctrines of our holy Religion want not the 
aid of human laws for their ſupport.” True, —real Religion 


is ſeated in the heart, and beyond the cognizance | of laws; 


but on this ſubject I have already avowed my ſentiments: N 
I repeat them in ſubſtanee; that it is for the happineſs and 


glory of any country where the pure precepts of Chriſtianity 


are interwoven with the very exiſtence of the. State. Remove - 
thoſe two grand pillars, the Teſt and Corporation Ads, 
againſt which all the batteries of our enemies are pointed ; 3 


and if I may judge from the ſpirit of the times, at once the 


mighty, the venerable fabric, the work of ages, and the ad- | 


miration of the world tumbles to the ground. On the ruins 


| ſome edifige, ſome form of Government, though of dimi= 
niſhed {plendor, might be erected; but Religion, lovely Reli- 
gion, would ſhine no more. Stript of her decent ornaments, | 


and deſpoiled of her intrinſic beauties, ſhe would degenerate 


to monaſtic auſterity, or wanton with a | looſeneſs diſgraceful 
ef her divine original. What i 18 ſhe now in France but 


1 47 * 
4 Harlot, loveleſs, joyleſs, unendear'd. He 5 


4 4 
17 
4 


"al What would be thought of the pliyficial, who knowing his patient to be in per- 
fect health, and likely to continue, would bleed and phyſic by way of experiment t to 
render that health better which was s already the 45 ? The RES + 1s WT 
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And now, my Lord, having fallen in company by acci- 
dent, diverged in the courſe of our journey according to what 
ſeemed the beſt road to each of us, we meet, we embrace, 
I hope, in the ſpirit of charity at laſt. © To endeavour to 
ſecure the protection of God in another world, by propa- 
gating the pure goſpel of his Son in this,” is and ought to be 

our grand aim, our unwearied purſuit. - But while we ſtudy | 
to propagate its mild and benevolent principles, let us not 
forget to enforce their practice by our example. Let us ba- 
niſh anger and evil-ſpeaking, and ſtudy peace with all men ; 
_ aſſured that one breach of the great law of Love is of more 
importance in the ſight of God than a thouſand ſpeculative 
errors which diſturb not the quiet of others, or a thouſand 
ſpeculative truths which have no influence on ourſelves. 


o 


THE END. 
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